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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


Tue Ulubaria Darpan of the 16th July says that the Puri pilgrims have y, ye, 9, Daaray, 


this year been subjected to a good deal of cheating 
in Calcutta. ‘Two small steamers which received 
-passengers on the pretence of conveying them to Puri have set down a large 
number of them near Ulubaria. These men purchased tickets for six rupees 
each from two persons dressed in the English fashion. It is strange that the 
pilgrims could be so cheated under the eyes of the Calcutta police. How long 
will simple people be cheated in this way under the English rule? 

2, The Banganivdst of the 28th July says that, though daring thefts are 
being committed in Navadwip in the Nadia district, 
the police are not only quite indifferent, but are 
even dissuading people from lodging complaints in the thana. Several cases of 
theft were reported, but they were not even investigated. 

3. The Sanjivani of the 29th July says that, if the correspondent of 
the Lucknow Advocate isto be believed, the whole 
blame of the AZzamgarh riots should rest with 
Mr. Dupernex, the Magistrate in charge of the district. The riots would not 
have occurred if Mr. Dupernex had not permitted the Musulmans to slaughter 
cows everywhere. It would appear as if the North-Western Provinces 
authorities intentionally brought about the riots with the view of harassing the 
Hindus. ‘I'he authorities seem to have taken a determination to weaken the 
people by creating quarrels among them and by setting class against class. 

4, The same paper asks if greater oppression was committed on the people 

a as as Daakel and more disorder prevailed in the country even 

os ore under the Mugs, under the rule of Nawab Serajud- 
dowlah, or even under the Mahrattas, than what prevailed at Fyzabad the other 
day, when the sepoys, in order to be avenged on the civil authorities for the 
punishment of whipping inflicted on one among them, looted the city and killed 
a woman. There were in the city a Magistrate, a number of Deputy Magistrates, 
a District Superintendent of Police, an Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Police, Head Constables and Constables, but 
not a single officer was found on the spot when the loot was going on. Perhaps 
they were busy looking after their own safety. Efforts are being now made to 
punish the sepoys, but those efforts will avail nothing, for the sepoys, being the 
pet children of Government, the Military authorities are doing their best to 
shicld them from punishment. 


The Puri pilgrims in Calcutta. 


Thefts in the Nadia district. 


The Azamgarh riots. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sahachar of the 26th July refers to the case of Mr. Mackertich, 
a sea: tic ue and says that the purity of the public service 
eae ee demands that he should be put on his trial. God 
grant that he may be able to prove his innocence! But if he fails to do so, he 
should be severely punished. 
6. Referring to the bribery case in Sassaram, the Sanjivani of the 29th 
wth i ih July says that Mr. Stevenson-Moore, who was 
sional Officer of Sassaram. «entrusted with the preliminary enquiry into the 
matter, reported unfavourably against both Mr. 
Mackertich and his daftry Tegu Khan. The District Magistrate, however, 
ordered Tegu Khan alone to be prosecuted. Why Mr. Mackertich’s prosecution 
was not ordered none but the Magistrate himself can say. ‘The public, 
however, cannot but take the Magistrate’s refusal to prosecute Mr. Mackertich 
as an illustration of his partiality and love for his fellow countrymen. Te 
Khan was tried and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment, and the sentence 
has been upheld on appeal by the High Court. Thus T’egu Khan who accepted 
from Udit Chobay, in the presence of Mr. Mackertich himself, a bribe of Rs. 50 
intended for the latter, who had personally carried on the negotiations for 
a bribe, has been sentenced to imprisonment for taking an illegal gratification, 
while his master, Mr. Mackertich, has been allowed to escape scot-free. It is’ 
true the District Magistrate has completely acquitted Mr. Mackertich, but ought 
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not Government to make an enquiry into the matter with the view of ascertain. 
ing whether he was really innocent or not? In this connection Government 
ought to remember that Mr. Ram Chandra Rao, a Statutory Civilian in Madras 
has been lately dismissed from service for no other offence than accepting an 
umbrella as a present. 

7 The Sulabh Dainik of the 29th July is glad that by ordering an 
enquiry into the condition of cooly labour in the 
Duar tea gardens, the present Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal has upheld the honour of the High Court. 
The High Court met with a very improper treatment at the hands of Sir Charles 
Elliott, and the conduct of the present Lieutenant-Governor in the present case 
raises the hope that its powers will remain unaffected and unimpeached during 
his time. The public should remember that they are now living under Sir 
Antony MacDonnell, and not under Sir Charles Elliott. 

8. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st August says that the removal of the 
two Munsifs’ Courts in Bankura to near the Jail 
premises is causing very much inconvenience to the 
people. Again, the removal of the Nazir’s office to 
the building containing the Munsifs’ Courts has tended to produce the same 
result. The Nazir’s office which has to settle the amount of the fee and 
travelling allowance, &c., payable to witnesses is intimately connected with the 
Account Department. Such being the case, the removal of that office to the 
Munsifs’ Court will cause much inconvenience. It will be sufficient for the 
despatch of petty items of business to keep a Naib-Nazir in the Munsifs’ 
Court. 


Sir Antony MacDonnell and the 
High Court. 


Civil Court arrangements in 
Bankura, 


(d)—Educatwon. 


9. The Sanjivani of the 29th July has the following in an article headed— 
‘¢ Will the University preach early marriage ?”:— 
Under orders from the Syndicate of the 
Calcutta University, Babu Bankim Chandra 
Chatterji has compiled and published the Bengali course for the Entrance 
Examination of 1895. The compiler states in his preface that many people 
will not probably approve the views and sentiments expressed in some of the 
essays included in the course. And he is right in this opinion, for there are 
views advocated in the book which are utterly pernicious and reprehensible, 
and such as the University should by no means teach its alumni. One of the 
essays containing objectionable matter is on early marriage. The writer, 
Babu Bhudeb Mukerji, describes what he believes to be the beneficial effects 
of early marriage and the injurious consequences of adult marriage. But the 
arguments in favour of early marriage advanced inthe essay are so utterly 
ludicrous and betray such gross ignorance that they could be excused only in a 


Early marriage advocated in a 
University text-book. 


lg § The following is an imaginary conversation between the writer 
and an Englishman which sets forth the good and bad points of early 
marriage :— 


‘It was probably for the purpose of effecting that harmonious adjustment 
that in framing their marriage td our ancient legislators fixed a low limit of age 
for the bride and a higher limit for the bridegroom, and laid down that a man 
of thirty years of age should marry a good looking girl of not more than 
twelve years old. ‘To this the ee dl said—even that will net do. The 
child born of a mother who has not yet had her physique completely developed 
is not expected to be healthy and strong. The writer replied—not one of the 
modern and recognized English works on the breeding and rearing of cattle con- 
tains any such statement, and the view generally accepted on this point is that the 
health, strength, and physical development of the child wholly depend on the 
complete physical development of the male parent. The Englishman thought 
over it for some minutes, and then said—of course the mental development of @ 
woman takes place at an earlier age than that of a man, and it is therefore 
proper that the marriageable age for a girl should be fixed lower than that for 
a boy. This would meet all requirements. Such marriages would be produc- 
tive of love, pcace and happiness, and afford scope for the growth and exercise 


of pluck and energy, while there would be no risk of a weakly offspring coming 
into existence.” 


( 625 ) 


The writer of the essay has the reputation of being a wise and clever 
thinker, but it is to be regretted that his extreme orthodoxy has got the better 
of his wisdom. ‘“ English works on cattle breeding nowhere say that the child 
born of a mother who has not yet had her physique completely developed will 
be weak and sickly,” and from this the writer jumps to the conclusion that 
there will be nothing to prevent the birth of healthy offspring even if the father 
be of an advanced age and the mother a tender girl. There are lots of 
works in the English language which prove that early marriage is injurious in 
the case of human beings. The question whether or no early and premature 
sexual intercourse in the case of cattle produces injurious consequences is 
quite beside the mark. Of course, there would be no harm in accepting the 
writer's advice if the object were to convert the Bengalis into beasts. ‘That 
early marriage is producing the most disastrous consequences is a fact which 
admits of ocular proof. Every Bengali household bears glaring testimony to 
that fact. In reviewing the statistics of infant mortality in Bengal, the Sanitary 
Commissioner to the Government has made the remark that there is always 
a large number of deaths among the offspring of early marriage. ‘The writer of 
the last census report, Mr. O’Donnell, too, is of opinion that the prevalence of 
early marriage has led to a decrease of population. In view of the injurious 
effects of the practice, the Calcutta University itself once proposed to make a 
rule to the effect that students marrying early shall not be entitled to scholar- 
ships. What can be a matter of greater shame and reproach than that the 
University, which was once so eager to discourage and prevent early marriage, 
should now appear as an advocate of the practice ? 

Babu Bhudeb’s second argument in favour of early marriage is that such 
marriage is more favourable than adult marriage to the growth of lasting love 
and conjugal feeling. It is best for a girl to be united in marriage witha boy in 
the early years of their lives, when habits are yet unformed and the heart is 
unsophisticated and full of tender feelings. In such cases there is growing love 
with growing years until there is a complete union of hearts. It is far other- 
wise with adult marriage, which takes place at a period of life when both 
husband and wife have acquired independence of thought and had their habits 
and charactcr completely developed. In such marriages there cannot neces- 
sarily be that union and assimilation which is so easily and naturally effected by 
early marriage. Babu Bhudeb, it appears, does not believe that there can be any 
real love between husband and wife who have married late in life. This shows 
his ignorance of the fact that love proceeds from the heart, and does not 
depend for its existence solely on close and constant association from childhood. 
According to him, there can be no love where there is “ no intertwining as of 
two tender creepers.” But everybody knows that such intertwining is only an 
inferior sort of love. Man is not a creeper, and the love that comes of mere 
intertwining like that of two creepers cannot possibly satisfy him when his 
intellect has attained its full development. If Babu Bhudeb’s theory were 
correct, there would not now be any dissensions in the Bengali household, nor any 
differences between brother and brother, nor any quarrels between father and 
son, nor that increase of suicide among creeper-like Bengali females. It is only 
by arresting the mental development of man and woman and keeping them 
steeped in ignorance that the writer’s idea of conjugal happiness can be realised. 
The essay abounds in erroneous and reprehensible statements, and Babu 
Bankim Chandra has done a most improper thing by including it in the 
Entrance course of the University. It behoves the University authorities to 
forthwith direct the omission of the essay from the text-book in question. 

10. The same paper says that though Mr. Gilliland, Professor in the 
Presidency College, teaches Mathematics in the 
B.A. classes, he has, in violation of a rule of the 
University, been appointed paper-setter in that subject for the next B.A. 
Examination. It is said that Mr. Griffiths, Principal, Presidency College, and 
Registrar of the University, was asked by the Greliuaa if Mr. Gilliland was 
teaching mathematics in the B. A. classes, and replied that he did not. One 
can scarcely believe tnat Mr. Griffiths was really guilty of such a misrepresen- 
tation. But there can be little doubt that as Registrar he did commit the 
offence of assisting the Syndicate in violating a rule of the University, | tor 
as Principal of the Presidency College, he was perfectly aware that Mr. Gillilan 
was teaching mathematics. 


Violation of a University rule. 


SANJIVANI, 
July 29th, 1893, 
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The writer is glad to notice that Babu Mahendra Nath Rai has drawn the 
attontion of the Vice-Chancellor to Mr. Griffiths’ conduct. The doors of the 
University should be kept fast closed against all political dodge and dishonesty, 
and it is to be hoped that the Syndicate will repress with a strong hand such 
wrong-doing on the part of its officers. 


11. The same paper says that, according to the Hindvo Putriot, Sir Charles 
Elliott has devised a method of reducing the 
salaries in the Education Department without, 
however, impairing its efficiency. The Hindoo Patriot may have obtained this 
information from the Secretariat, very probably from one of the Secretaries ; 
and the statement is therefore one not to be dismissed as wholly unfounded. 
Sir Charles Elliott seems to be determined to strike at the root of high educa- 
tion in Bengal. The teachers and professors will get less pay, and their 
services will be unpensionable. Who but a mad man can expect after this that 
the Department will continue to attract men of real ability ? 


12. The Samuj-o-Sahitya of the 30th July considers the Sanjivani news- 


ee paper’s article on early marriage in a University 

Mt oven sera teeta § manage text-book (see paragraph 9) as unmistakable proof 
of either its presumption or its insanity, and says 

that it seems that the opinion of a handful of Brahmos is everything, and that 
of the immense Hindu population must count for nothing. You Brahmos are 
quite free to indulge in your adult marriage, senile marriage, marriage of 
tho already married, and every other marrige, which you may feel a liking for. 
But it certainly does not become you to indulge in such flippancy in regard to 
Bhudeb Babu, a leader of Hindu society, who is infinitely superior to you in 
learning, wisdom, and experience. A tiny fish disporting in shallow water 


as you are, how can you presume to take the measure of the leviathan moving 
majestically in the depths of the sea ? 


13. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 31st July says that serious 
and various as are the irregularities in the proceed- 
ings of the Calcutta University, its adoption of 
Colonel Butler’s Life of Gordon as a text-book for 
the F.A. Examination is something which is unparallelled even in its annals. 
‘The book was probably selected as a text-book without being read, for it could 
not have been sclected as a text-book if any one had taken the trouble to 
eo through it. Those who have annotated the book have strongly condemned 
its style, and so. there is no need of making any remark on that head here. 


The following extract will serve as a good specimen of the matter of the 
book :— 


‘One hundred years hence the policy that has led to the annexation of the 
Transvaal and to the destruction of Zulus under Cetewayo and _ that still 
continues to force upon China a drug which murders her sons and depletes her 
treasury will probably be looked upon as being as wholly unjustified as the 
deeds and doings of Clive and Hastings are now regarded.” 

What is this ? An Englishman can, it is true, criticise with impunity the 
present and past measures of a Government which has forbidden the use of 
the keys of a native key-maker who had condemned its past policy. But how 
can one bo sure that those who will read this criticism of the Government’s 
policy by an English author will not incur its displeasure ? Will political 
discussions form a part of the studies of F.A. students ? 

Tho author of Gordon’s Life has also condemned the opium policy of 
Government. There are probably men in the Boards of Studies who disapprove 
of the opium policy of Government. But itis very wrong on the part of the 
University to create a feeling sgainst the opium policy of Government in this 
way. Has the University the right of imparting an education which will be 
prejudicial to the interests of Government and which will sow the seeds of 
disaffection in the hearts of the students? In the Boards of Studies of the 
Calcutta University there are both official and non-official members, and the 
official members ought to be punished for having selected such a text-book. 
No book will be allowed to be read in England which is calculated to destroy 
loyalty and to make wrong appear right. The members of the Boards of 


Studies have committed an unpardonable offence by selecting Gordon’s Life 
as a text-book. | 


The Education Department. 


‘‘ Life of Gordon” as a text-book 
for the F.A. Examination. 


[a 3 
(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Admmistration. 


14. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 25th July has the following on the Burnwax Saysivam, 


subject of village sanitation in Bengal :— 

Malaria makes its appearance in the villages 
at the latter end of the rainy season or in the months of Bhadra and Asvin. 
The drainage of these villages being imperfect they become thoroughly water- 
logged during the rains, and the villagers who have to walk on damp ground, to 
live in damp houses and to drink dirty water get. fever in consequence and die 
untimely deaths. The new Lieutenant-Governor has come to know of the 
miserable condition of the villages, and contemplates establishing Union Com- 
mittees with the object of improving that condition. His Honour proposes to 
entrust these Committes with the work of sanitary reform. His object is no doubt 
very noble, What can be a matter of greater rejoicing than that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has taken compassion on the poor village people and is trying to 
ameliorate their condition? ‘The writer heartily thanks His Honour for his efforts 
in this direction. But the improvement of village sanitation cannot be effected 
without money. The clearing of jungle, the cleaning of roads and the supply 
of pure drinking water and the re-excavation of foul tanks are things which can- 
not be done without money, and the question is, where is this money to come 
from? It is not at all likely that Government will be able to find this money, 
for its financial resources are not sufficient even for the ordinary requirements 
of the administration. It will therefore have to raise money by means of extra 
taxation. But the very name of extra taxation curdles the blood in the people’s 
veins. For they are extremely poor. What they earn by the sweat of their 
brow is not sufficient even for their daily bread, and it is absolutely beyond their 
power to pay new taxes. The imposition of a sanitary cess will therefore 
make their lives thoroughly miserable, and they would rather die from malaria 
than live all their days in misery. It is no doubt their good fortune that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has taken compassion on them, and their earnest prayer 
to His Honour now is, that they may not be required to pay for this favour in 
the shape of a new tax. The taxes already existing are sufficient for a poor 
country like Bengal, and a new tax will mean the ruin of the people. 

15. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th July has the follow- 

; a 
Pa question of rural sanita- Dr. Gregg would purify the water and atmos- 


phere of the mufassal by compulsory legislation, 
and the Officiating Lieutenant-Governor is for taking the same course. Sir 


Antony MacDonnell has taken for true whatever Dr. Gregg has said, and the 
measure he wants to adopt for the improvement of sanitation 1s the creation of 
Village Unions, each Union consisting of a single village or a group of villages. 
The writer is aware that the creation of Village Unions was a part of the Local 
Self-Government scheme as introduced by Lord Ripon, and that Village Unions 
were not created at that time because Sir Rivers Thompson was not much in 
‘their favour. 

There cannot be much objection to the creation of Village Unions 
considering that they will not be able to do more than to serve the country in 
the way that the District and Local Boards are serving it. The country will 
thus possess three kinds of Local Self-Government bodies, namely, the District 
Boards, the Local Boards and the Village Unions, the last being subordinate to 


the other two. But there will be very strong objection to any increase of 
Oppression and taxation. 


According to the Lieutenant-Governor the sole object which the Unions 


will have in view is the supply of pure drinking water and the removal of filth 
and refuse matter from the villages. 


The Sanitary Commissioner wants all tanks and wells in the villages to be 
put in charge of the panchayets, and to vest the latter with the power of 
committing for trial all persons who may pollute the water of such wells and 
tanks. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor, however, wants to give this power to the 
members of the Unions, for otherwise there will be no justification for their 
creation. It is clear therefore that Sir Antony MacDonnell wants to create a 
municipality in every village as there is a municipality in every town in the 
provinee. And the only difference between the town municipalities und these 


Village sanitation in Bengal. 


July 25th, 1893. 
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Village Unions will be one of designation and of income and expenditure. And 
there will also be this difference between them, that the Village Unions will be 
able to exercise their powers over the village people with greater vigour than 
the town municipalities can exercise their powers over the residents of towns, 
For it is easier to exercise power over villagers than over townspeople. 

It is true the District and Local Boards will exercise supervision over the 
work that will be done by the Unions, but such supervision will not and cannot 
be a very strict one. And there is no reason to suppose that the members of 
the Unions will not find those ype for oppressing the villagers that 
present themselves so often to the village sews There would have been 
no objection to the creation of Village nions if it had been proposed to con- 
stitute them exactly on the lines of the old village communities with all powers 
vested in the real heads of villages. If Village Unions are constituted with a due 
regard to the caste system, it will be impossible for them to oppress the 
people. But it is certain that they will not beso constituted, and the writer 
must therefore declare himself against their creation. | 

It is proposed to create Village Unions because it is necessary to impose a 
fresh tax for providing the villages with good water. It is therefore certain 
that Village Unions are wanted to take the odium of a new tax off the Govern- 
ment’s own head, and that charged as they must be with the assessment and 
collection of a cess, they will exercise all the power for oppressing people which 
assessing and collecting invariably possess. 

No fresh tax for sanitation pee ought to be imposed hastily, or 
at least before proper contributions have been made towards the object from the 
Road and Public Works cesses, and the Railway Companies have been compelled 
to remedy the evil they have brought upon the country bY obstructing its 
drainage system, and the Government itself has constructed proper drainage 
channels be drainage has been obstructed by its own embankments. 

Both the authorities and the public ought to consider the scheme proposed 
by the writer some time ago regarding the raising of a fund for water-suppl 
in the villages. For the writer is as sure as ever that the imposition of a frosh 
tax on the poor mufassal people will cause them much misery and be the cause 
of much discontent. 

Sir Antony MacDonnell has not yet clearly stated in what way a tax will 
be imposed, but it is very possible that he has chalked out a plan in his own 
mind. Let the Lieutenant-Governor therefore place his own views on this point 
before the public, and the writer will point out any defects he finds therein. 
But so long as this is not done, his proposal is that the Road and Public Works 
Cess funds should be utilised in excavating new tanks and wells and in re- 
excavating old tanks. 

Government might also stop its ecclesistical expenditure and other such 
extravagances, and devote the savings to sanitary improvement. 

16. A correspondent of the Samay of the 28th July says that the condi- 

The bazar at Bihala near tion of the bazar at Bihala, a village in the 24- 
Calcutta. Parganas district, not far from Calcutta, is miserable 
in the extreme. As the bazar is without a shed or roofing of any sort, the 
poor people who come there to sell their goods have to carry on their business 
sitting in the rain and in knee-deep mud. The proprietors of the bazar get 
Rs. 365 annually from Government as compensation on account of the bafar, 
and yet they do nothing for its improvement. The Chairman of the local 
municipality is asked to look to the matter. 

17. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the miserable con- 
dition of the roads in North Bantra, a place within 
the jurisdiction of the Howrah Municipality. There 
are ws afew pakke roads in the village, and they 
are in a state of utter disrepair. The municipal overseer, who is supposed to 
look to the condition of the roads, rarely visits the village, and the municipal 
authorities, though they have been written to on the subject more than once, 
have done nothing. 

18. The Dacca Prakash of the 30th July has the following :— 
ant. working. of Local Self- The Magistrates feared that the introduction 
ai ae of Local Self-Government in this country would 
ave the effect of considerably curtailing their powers, and so they strongly 


Roads in North Bantra within 
the Howrah Municipality. 
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opposed the proposal for its introduction. But since the introduction of that 
measure, they have been appointed as Chairmen of District Boards, and their 
power and influence have in consequence in no way suffered. Nevertheless, 
to justify their previous objection to the measure, they are acting in such a way 
as to make Local Self-Government a failure. This 1s clear from their selection 
of the Government nominees for the District Boards. ‘They would get only 
such men appointed as Government nominees, as would be meanly subservient 
to them. And with the help of these creatures of theirs, they carry every 
thing their own way. Thus the Self-Government, which has been given to the 

eople, is, after all, no Self-Government at all, but government by the 
Magistrates. Nevertheless, it is a fact that after the imtroduction of Self- 
Government, some matters are being better done than before. And the expla- 
nation is that aided by the experience of local people, the Magistrates now 
avoid the mistakes to which their inexperience formerly led them. On the 
occasion of the passing of the Local Self-Government Act, it was proposed to 
retain Magistrates as Chairmen for two years by way of experiment, But 
seven years have elapsed since that time, and the experimenting is not yet 
over. It is no doubt an advantage that the appointment of Magistrates as 
Chairmen of District Boards tends to check the spirit of daladali among the native 
members, and the writer does not therefore wish that Magistrates should have 
nothing to do with these Boards. Let Magistrates continue to exercise control 
over them, but let them not be present at their meetings, for their presence at the 
meetings prevents the native members from giving free expression to their 
views. Moreover, as the majority of the members of these bodies are Govern- 
ment nominees, it is impossible for them to do anything which will injure the 
interests of Government. This being the case, there is no longer any necessity 
of keeping Magistrates as Chairmen of the District Boards. But when freed 
from the authority of the Magistrates, the Boards should remain under the 
control of the Divisional Commissioners. And when a Board contemplates 
doing anything which is likely to be prejudicial to the interests of either the 
Government or the public, the Magistrate should make a reference to the Com- 
missioner, and abide by his decision, the Board being at the same time allowed 
to appeal to Government against such decision if it be unfavourable to it. Some 
such arrangement as this will safeguard all interests whilst giving real freedom 
to the Boards. 

19. The same paper has the following on the subject of the proposed 
sanitation cess :— 

At a time when the road cess was unknown 
in the country, Government constructed and maintained at its cost grand roads 
like the celebrated ‘I'runk Road from Howrah to Delhi, the Dacca-Chittagong 
road and the Calcutta-Dacca road vd Jessore and Faridpur. But though 
Government does not now seem to spend a pice on these roads, the people have 
to bear the burden of the tax known as the rvad cess. Most people do not 
know on. what object the proceeds of that cess are spent. Similacly, when 
there was no Public Works cess in the country, Government constructed 
a large number of public buildings and excavated a large number of tanks 
for the good of the people. But now, though a special tax has been imposed 
for the purpose, not even one-fourth of what used to be done by Government 
in this direction is done. Before the imposition of tle license or the income- 
tax, Government used to spend crores of rupees to protect the people from 
famine and other providential visitations, but now these two taxes notwith- 
standing, the people, even when suffering acutely from famine and scarcity, 
get no help from the State. Formerly the people paid a nominal tax for the 
maintenance of village chaukidars, but obtained substantial advantages in 
return. But though they now pay the chaukidari tax, for the realisation of 
Which their very household goods are now and then sold, they get a very 
poor return for their payment. And it is now proposed to levy a sanitary 
cess, the proceeds of which will be spent on improving the sanitary condition 
of the villages. But it seems certain that, a levied, this tax will prove as 
little beneficial tothe people as the cesses and taxes already imposed have 
proved, ‘lhere can be no doubt that the country has now become insanitary, 
and its people always suffer from disease and die untimely deaths. But it ‘is 
the Government’s own laws and the weakening of the Hindu religious feeling 


A sanitation tax. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
July 30th, 18£3. 
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consequent on the propagation of Christianity and the spread of Western 
education in the country that are responsible for this state of things. No 
Hindu who is true to the precepts of his religion can do any lnsanitary 
act. He considers water to be a manifestation of God, and he can therefore 
throw nothing impure into it. In the same way he cannot possibly keep the 
surroundings of his house in an unclean condition. 


It is only those who, under the influence of Western education and Western 
training, have lost their respect for the Hindu religion that disregard sanitar 
principles. That people do not now excavate tanks for the benefit of the public 
is also owing to the weakening of religious feeling among them. The laws 
of Government tend to make people independent of one another, and therefore 
unwilling to submit to authority. And this is making the formation of unions 
for the prosecution of common objects, such as the excavation of large tanks 
with joint money, more and more difficult every day. Government proposes 
to establish Union Committees to look after the sanitation of the villages, 
and wants to place the proceeds of*a new tax at the disposal of these 
bodies. But as stated in the previous issue of this paver (see R.N. P. for 
week ending the 22nd July, paragraph 34), the proceeds of the chaukidari 
tax may be placed at their disposal, and the necessity of a new tax be thus 
averted. There will be unnecessary zu/m on the people if a tax is imposed 
to create a fund for the working of the Union Committees. 


20. The Samvad Prabhakar of the Ist August says that as Government 
has no money to spend for the improvement of 
the sanitation of the mufassal, and as the mass of 
the people are too poor to bear any further taxation, it is the duty of the 
zamindars, who generally waste much money in extravagances, to excavate 
tanks and wells for the supply of pure water to their raiyats. 


21. The Sulabh Dainik of the 2nd August says that Mr. Oldham’s plan 
is to sink wells in every village for the supply of 
pure drinking water. According to his estimate 
each well will cost Rs. 750, besides materials. ‘There can be no objection to this 
plan or to any other for the supply of pure water. But the question is, who 
shall pay the cost? It is the intention of Government that the money required 
should he raised from the people themselves; but considering that the people 
are already paying the rol cess and the chaukidari cess, any fresh impost will 
be sheer zudm upon them. The road cess funds, though they may benefit the 
members of the Local Boards, confer little or no benefit on the cess-payers them- 
selves. ‘The chaukidari funds, too, are equally wasted, for the chaukidar seldom 
keeps watch in the village for more than ten or twelve nights in the month. If 
the above two funds are properly administered, they are sure to yield enough 
surplus to pay the cost of a pure water-supply. But who is to take the trouble of 
looking after these funds so carefully? The writer is strongly opposed to the 
imposition of a fresh tax. The people ought to submit memorials to Government 
requesting it to spend half the: amount collected on account of the road and 
chaukidari cesses on the supply of pure water and the construction of proper drains, 
two measures of the highest importance to them. The people will on no account 
consent to pay any fresh tax, and Government. must manage to carry out its 
sanitary reforms with the funds which are already at its disposal, or the public 


will think that it wants only to ruin the country. The matter ought to receive 
the most careful consideration of Government, 


Sanitary improvement. 


Village sanitation. 


(y)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22. A correspondent of the Churuvarta of the 24th July says that the 
Akhalin the Kishoreganj sub- village of Mumurdia, in the Kishoreganj sub- 
re bec of the Mymensingh (division of the Mymensingh district, is situated on 

a the banks of the Tapai Khal, but being lower in 
level than the adjoining villages, the rain water fa ling in these latter villages 
finds its way into it. But the khal in question not being sufficiently broad and 
deep, all this water cannot be drained away at once, and so the rice-fields of the 


village are submerged to the great loss of the villagers. The Kishorejanj Local 
Board is therefore requested to dredge the khal. : 
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23. The Bangavasi of the 29th July says that the road from Dwarvasini 
to Malipara through Satithan, in the Hooghly 
district, which is used every day by a large number 
of laden carts, isin a most miserable condition. A bridge on this road has 
broken down, and in one place the road lies under water five or six cubits deep. 
Several petitions have been submitted for the repair of this road, but to no 
effect. | ; 
24. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 30th July is sorry to hear that the 
officers of the Public Works Department, in the 
Draining away the flood water [J]ybaria sub-division of the Howrah district, have 
ee en declared it impracticable to let out the water of the 
swollen Damodar through its embankment. But when the District Superinten- 
dent of Police and the Sub-divisional Officer have recommended that water 
sjould be let out in the above way, that recommendation should be given effect 
to somehow or other. Some time ago the Public Works officers in the Diamond 
Harbour sub-division declined to let out flood water. But the people of that 
sub-division petitioned the Lieutenant-Governor, and had the water drained 
away by depositing the sum of Rs. 1,000. The people of the Ulubaria sub- 
division, too, should petiton the Licutenant-Governor on the subject. 
25. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the Ist August says that 
the Vishnupur Local Board has up to this time 
Pha se: Mabey eb —— thanacf constructed very few roads at Indas. In 1891 
Rs. 110 were spent on the construction of the 
Khasbag-Parase road, but the road has not been completed. The sum which has 
been sanctioned this year for the construction of roads within the Indas thana 
should be spent in constructing culverts over the water-courses passing through 
the village. The want of a culvert over the nulla on the road from Divakarbati 
to the local bazar is much felt. 


A road in the Hooghly district. 


(h)— General. 


26. The Sanjivani cf the 29th July says that it has been proposed to 
The Military students of the give the title of Assistant Surgeons to the passed 
Medical College as Assistant military students of the Calcutta Medical College. 
ia aha These students are admitted to the College with 
very poor proficiency in general education and after a course of four years’ 
study are passed after a very easy examination. But students admitted to the 
veneral department of the College are required to have passed the F'.A. exami- 
nation, and after a course of study extending over five years are passed after a 
very stiff examination, at which hardly ten per cent. of the candidates are found 
to sueceed. If the successful military students are henceforth classed as 
Assistant Surgeons, one branch of the public service will become practically 
closed to the Bengalis. The scheme has not yet been given effect to, 
and it behoves the people at once to take such steps as may be necessary to pre- 
vent Government from carrying it out. ‘The Government, too, should on no 
uccount perpetrate such an injustice on the people. 

27. The Dainik o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th July takes exception 
to the proposal to give the title of Assistant Sur- 
geon to the passed students of the Military class of 
the Calcutta Medical College. These students, who 
are either Europeans or EKurasians, have hitherto been called apothecaries. 
hey enter the Medical College on passing the Entrance Examination, and read 
there only for four years and have no regular final examination to pass before 
vetting their title. Their maximum salary has nevertheless been fixed at 
t's. 700 a month, The native students have on the other hand to read in the 
Medical College for five years, and to pass a most severe test before they are 
udmitted to the degree of L.M.S. But the maximum salary in their case is on! 
is. 200. It is now proposed to confer on these indifferently educated apothe- 
Caries a distinction which the native students have to win by years of laborious 
‘tuly and training. There would be no impropriety in this if in consideration 
‘! the new distinction which is going to be conferred on them, these men 
were asked to undergo the same training and to pass the same examinations as 
the native students. As it is, it would be the height of injustice to place these 
en with their present training and education on the same footing as native 


Apotheearies to be made Assis- 
tant Surgeons, 
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Assistant Surgeons, thereby enabling them to injure the | pines a practice 
and prospects of the latter. ‘I'he Viceroy, acting on the evil counsels of others, 
and with the object of humouring Europeans and Eurasians, contemplates giving 
effect to this unjust proposal, and has asked the permission of the Secretary of 
State to do so. It is hoped that some member of Parliament will take excep. 
tion to the proposal, and that the Secretary of State will disallow it. The 
public, too, should not remain indifferent in the matter, but should set up an 
extensive agitation. 

28. The Sulabh — of the ae M, vee to ag Se why Babu 

marnath Bhattacharjya, who had been workin 
pieekaise ras ae a _ with great credit as Ptuaik Assistant to the Pres? 
the Presidency Commissioner. dency Commissioner for the last 15 years, has been 
removed to the post of a Deputy Magistrate and wa Wi in Alipore, 
All the Presidency Commissioners who came before Mr. Westmacott and under 
whom Babu Amarnath served were extremely satisfied with his. work. Has 
Babu Amarnath failed to give satisfaction to Mr. Westmacott? All that is 
known is that Babu Amarnath is a man of independence, who would not sa 
“aye” to everything his master might say. Probably Mr. Westmacott does 
not like such a man. 

29. The Bankura Darapn of the 1st August says that d&k service in 
Bankura has become very irregular in consequence 
of the flooding of the rivers im the district. 
Messrs. Shaw and Company, who carry dak in the 
district, have kept only a number of tum-tums for the purpose, and people have 
to drive in them pelted by rain. The dik now runs from Bankura to Raniganj, 
a distance of 30 miles, intersected by two rivers. Raghunathpur or the station 
of Adra is 32 miles from Bankura. But there are no rivers and only three khals 
between these places. ‘The postal authorities now contemplate running the dik 
on this road. And a little pressure from the authorities will induce the District 
Board to construct culverts on the khal. 

30. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3rd August cannot under- 

: stand why Mr. Westmacott has become displeased 

Mr. Westmacott and his Per- with his Personal Assistant, Babu Amarnath Bhatta- 
sonal Assistant. : : : : 

charjya, who gave satisfaction to all previous 

Commissioners under whom he served. It is said that Mr. Westmacott’s 

treatment has disgusted all the Deputy Magistrates in the Presidency Division. 

And complaints against him are constantly pouring in from Jessore. Mr. 

Westmacott seems to like zu/m very much. 


Dak service in the district of 
Bankura. 


IITI].— LEGISLATIVE, 


31. The Sahachar of the 20th July refers to the opening of the new 
Bengal Council, and makes the following remarks :— 

As Sir Antony MacDonnell said on the occa- 
sion the opening of the new Council will be regarded as a memorable 
event in the history of India. But in tracing the history of the Indian Legisla- 
tive Councils, Sir Antony, being himself an official, did not dare to state every- 
thing plainly. When the practice of taking non-officials as members of the 
Legislative Councils was first introduced, the late Raja Dinkar Rao and the late 
Raja Devanarayan Singh were appointed as members of these Councils. Both of 
them were deeply versed in statesmanship, and their ability, specially that of 
Raja Dinkar Rao, astonished the civilian rulers of the country. It was found 
very difficult at times to answer Raja Dinkar Rao’s subtle arguments. To 
appoint only ornamental members became next the settled practice of Govern- 
ment. ‘These ornamental members have now become the laughing-stock of the 
public. ‘Then appeared the National Congress, and the officials began to taunt 
and intimidate it. But the Congress remained firm and unmoved, and Lord 
Cross thought it necessary to modify to some extent the constitution of the 
Legislative Councils, and the present enlarged Councils are the result of that 
modification. The seeds of representation have now been sown. It is true that 
Government retains in its hands the power of accepting or rejecting the people’s 
nominees, but that is merely a dodge, and Government will have to abandon 
this power shortly and to enlarge the system of representation. ‘The embank- 
ment has given way and the current has been set free. It is true that men like 


The new Legislative Councils, 
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Syed Ahmad, Sivaprasad and the Raja of Bhinga, and quarrels between Hindus 
and Musulmans on the occasion of the Bakrid and Mohurrum celebrations, like 
so many broken rocks, hinder the even flow of the current ; but obstacles like 
these will become fewer every year. ‘The difficulty lay in breaking the embank- 
ment, and that difficulty has been overcome. ; 

39, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 28th July, says that in the case under the 
Consent Act, which was recently instituted in 
Bombay by a girl of eleven years of age, the ac- 
cused husband was acquitted on the strength of the medical evidence which was 
that on examination the case had been found to be false. And it has since come 
to light that the girl was induced to bring the false charge at the instigation of 
a relative. What does Lord Lansdowne say now? VJDid not His Excellency 
assure the people, at the time of the passing of the Act, that there should be no 
cause for the fear that false cases would be instituted under it ? 

33. The Banganivasi of the 28th July says that the reporter of the 

Amrita Bazar Putrika was insulted and rudely ex- 

srt tay hy Nea pe Bazar yelled from the Bengal Council Chamber the other 

— ' is day by Mr. Gordon Leith because there was want 

of accommodation for the reporter of the Englishman. If such things can happen 
in the Council Chamber itself, what may not be possible in other places? 

34. The same paper does not consider that the Bengal Government would 

ee have gone beyond its jurisdiction if it had given an 

Ph oeeamaaia in the Bengal answer to Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s modified 

question regarding the separation of the executive 

and judicial functions. It is to be regretted that the question was disallowed on 

a small pretext. A separation of the two functions may be possible if the evil 

of the existing system is pointed out to the Supreme _ Was sc by the Gov- 

ernment of Bengal. Government must surely be aware that under the exist- 

ing system various acts of oppression and injustice are committed upon the 

people, and that false cases, punishment of the innocent, and acquittal of the 
culty are not rare occurrences. 

35. The Sunjivani of the 29th July has the following:— 

The first meeting of the new Bengal Council 
was held last Saturday. Sir Antony MacDonnell 
congratulated the members present on the introduction of a liberal policy 
in the administration of India. Sir Antony is a sympathetic ruler who 
loves the people of this country, and his opening speech has called forth the 
love and respect of the Bengalis. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji 
and the Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee put some questions. Certain questions were 
disallowed by Government, while the replies given by it to those that were 
allowed to be put were not satisfactory. Government has acted very improper- 
ly by disallowing one of Babu Surendra Nath’s questions relating to the separa- 
tion of the executive from the judicial function. How did the Secretaries to the 
Bengal Government dare to deprive us of a right which Parliament has by law 
conferred on us? The question should be again raised in Parliament, and steps 
should be taken to make it understand that the Indian Civilians are always try- 
ing to evade its orders. | 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Bonerjee put_a few questions for the purpose of 
eliciting the real facts about Sir Charles Elliott’s constant tours which cost so 
much public money. These questions have given great offence to the Secretaries 
to Government and their mouth-piece, the Englishman newspaper, and they 
have held out the threat that the right of interpellation will be curtailed. But 
the Eng’ishman, the Indian Daily News and their conductors in the Government 
Secretariat are completely powerless to curtail a right which the people of India 
have obtained at the hands of Parliament by means of extensive and protracted 
agitation, and their banter and ridicule will not be able to touch or injure even 
a single hair of our head. We have not obtained this new right in order to 
exercise it in a manner which will be only flattering to the officials. We have 
obtained it in order that we may exercise it for the purpose of proclaiming and 
checking their misdeeds freely and fearlessly. Mr. W. & Bonerjee has done well 
by putting his tour questions, and we thank him for it. He has by this act 
earned the blessings of his countrymen. It is perfectly immaterial whether he 
1s sneered at by others. He can well afford to treat such sneers with contempt. 


The working of the Consent Act. 


The new Bengal Council. 
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1V.—NATIVE STATES. 


DAINIK-0O-SAMACHAR 36. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3lst J aly eves an account of 
ee ae the Junagarh riots, and says that it will anx; 
July 31st, 1893. The Junagarh riots. od ‘ 4 X10Us- 


ly await the decision of Government in the matter. 
It is clear that the Mussulmans were the aggressors in these riots. Have thy 
Mussulmans of Junagarh been encouraged in their riotous conduct by the 
light punishment which Government has inflicted on the Mussulmans wi, 
figured so prominently in the late riots in Rangoon ? 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


Ciieparia DARPan, 37. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 16th July says that the fields in the 
July 16th, 1893, ici ela hls 6: Ui Ulubaria sub-division are submerged, and the culti- 
iehadia Gaalbie vators are not therefore able to sow paddy. The 
accumulated water cannot be let out without cut- 
ing the embankments, and they will not be cut so long as the people of the sub- 
(livision do not deposit the money which will be required for such cutting of the 
embankments as well as for their repair. The cultivators, whose seed-grains 
have been destroyed twice or thrice, are ill-able to procure fresh seed-graius, 
And how will they find the money which will be required for the cutting and 

repair of the embankments ? 


CHARUVARTA, 38. The Charuvarta of the 24th July says that the growth of abundant 
July 2ith, 1893 pe ee me. and aus crops in the Mymensingh district had 
Pion 22g hog mes" filled the writer's mind with joy. But the whole 
district is now flooded. The fields and even houses 
are full of water and people cannot go out of doors. The sufferings of the 
people know no bounds. The aus crop is bemg destroyed by the flood. The 
mahajans have stopped their loans. Kice is selling at 12 scers per rupee. As 
the cultivators cannot take out the rice stored in their houses for sale in the 
market, the price of rice is rising higher and higher. So many boats have come 
from distant places to carry away rice that it seems that rice will soon: sell at 
10 seers per rupee. In many households ten seers of rice are required for one 
or two days’ consumption only. But many middle class people have a daily 
income of only four annas. The families of these men cannot therefore even 
now afford more than one meal a day, and they will be perfectly helpless when 
rice shall become dearer. One of the daily meals of the cultivators now 
consists of the jack fruit, and when the supply of that fruit shall end that class 
too will feel the scarcity. Many cultivators and middle class people incurred 
debts last year which they have not yet been able to pay off. There is 
therefore little hope of their getting loans this year. Government should 
therefore be careful in time and check at once the export of rice from the 
district. 
Nye 39. One San Sing Das, writing from Gauhati in the Banganivasi of the 
July 28th, 1893, ERE a Reet ear par 2sth July, says that the crops in Assam are about 
. to be totally destroyed by drought, and in most 
places even sowing has not been commenced for want of rain. The black-fever 
: is raging violently, and the distress caused by the disease has been aggravated by 
i & scarcity of food. About 80 or 90 per cent. of the people in the mufassal are about to 
: : die of starvation, and the settlement operations have considerably added to their 
ie sufferings. The authorities, however, seem to be quite indifferent in the matter. 
*f Unless Government soon takes notice of the eondition of the people, they will 
certainly die of starvation. 


‘ee 4 SANs a0, 40, The Saajwane of the 29th July says that rice is selling at from 


JSuiv 2th, PSs. - : 

‘ | The erops in a village in the me. 4-8 a its. 9 ae maund m Lamchar within ee 
a):)hUi Pe Me oh ‘ Jurisdiction of the Raniganj thana in the Noakhali 
la: district. About seven-eighths of the people of the 

village cannot get two meals aday. The excessive rainfall has destroyed the 
aus CYOps, and there is little prospeet of the anan Crops. Bevears are coming 
into the village every day. Cattle too are dying by the hundred. It is to be 
hoped that the District Magistrate will report to Government the real state of 
things and make arrangements fer timely relief. 
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41. The Bangavasi of the 29th July has received the following reports of 
se distress consequent on heavy rainfall :— 

ACR (1) Heavy floods have inundated the greater 
part of the jurisdiction of the Bhangur thana in the 24-Parganas district. The 
villages Noara, Badra, Jagulgachi, Khargachia and several others are like so 
many islands in the midst of a wide sea. ‘The condition of their inhabitants is 
enough to draw tears into one’s eyes. The cultivable lands are lying under 
great depths of water, and even the sowing has not yet been done. The people 
are already in great distress. The zamindars, in view of the outlook, refuse to 
lend corn to the raiyats, and this has intensified the latter’s distress. ‘I’hey aro 
therefore leaving home in large bands. The raiyats of Arakpur and Kharga- 
chia have gone away to different places.. The cultivators may in this way hope 
to save their lives, but the middle class men, whose sole resource is the produce 
of their lands, and who cannot leave home, are in a hopeless plight altogether. 

(2) There has been a heavy flood in the river near Rawalpindi in the 
Panjab. Ee re : eee ie ) 

3) The embankment on the river Kansai in the Midnapore district having 
given way under heavy floods, several villages have been inundated. Houses 
have come down and large numbers of men and cattle have been washed away. 
The heavy floods have left the people quite destitute, suffering, as they already 
were, from the drought of two previous years. ae 

(4) The heavy floods in Cachar have washed away villages and several 
bridges. Communications have been completely stopped. Most people are 
starving. Re eee cee Me ee ere 

49. The same paper a if, —. his ye to aeons rage 

. ir Anton acDonnell inspected the condition of 
SitA, MacDonnell at Dismond 116 ‘aood-stricken people of the sub-division. - 

_ 43. The same paper publishes the following crop reports, &c. :— a 

(1) The prospect of the jute crop im Ananda- 
| kutie, in the Nadia district, is poor. Owing to the 
excessive rains, the transplantation of the aman crop has not yet taken place. 
Rice is selling at eight seers per rupee. Most people are in great distress. 

(2) The rains have seriously affected the crops in Guakharu within the 
jurisdiction of the Chatmohar thana in the Pabna district. In most places 
sowing has not yet commenced. The fields which were sown before the rains 
are now completely submerged. ‘The aus crop has been completely destroyed. 
Rice is selling at five seers per rupee. The people are in great distress, 

(3) All the crops on the low lands in Arnagram in the Manikganj sub- 
division of the Dacca district have been submerged. ‘The condition of the aus 
crop, too, is not good. Aman paddy is selling at six to seven seers per rupee. 

_ (4) The aus crop in Binauti in the Tippera district has been destroyed by 
the rains. The rainy season crops have also been totally destroyed. Every da 
there isa rainfall of about four or five inches. Many houses have been flooded, 
though Binauti is higher than the surrounding country. Paddy and rice are 
scarcely to be had, and the small quantities that are available are selling at 
exorbitant prices, The people are in great distress, | 


Crop reports. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


44. The Education Gazette of the 21st July says that for causes enume- 

: rated by the writer of the Census report, there has 
been a large increase of the Mussalman population 
of these provinces during the last decade. There 18 
no ground for supposing that the conversion of any very large number of 
Hindus to Islam has contributed to this result. Considering how densely inha- 
bited the country is at present, any large or further increase of its population is 
not, however, very desirable, for increase of population always brings in its 
train poverty, disease and death. While on this subject, one cannot help being 
struck with the wisdom of the Hindu legislators. The writer of the census report, 
who is an Englishman, is not an admirer of the Hindu system of marriage, and 
yet he has been obliged to bear favourable testimony to the beneficial tendency 
of that system to check increase of population. He says that the Mussulmans 
are a most prolific people and are the shortest-lived, and that the high class 


The census report and the | 
population question. o 
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Hindus beget the smallest number of children and are the longest lived. Tho 
prohibition of widow marriage among the Hindus also operates 7 to 
prevent increase of population. It should also be noted that healthiness of the 
climate has much to do with longevity, This is clearly seen in East Bengal 
where the climate is favourable to the enjoyment of health and long life, 
45. The Dacca Prakash of the 23rd July has the following :— 
According to the last meg are pg wre rng 2 married Hindu 
‘ace as present- males for all India is 45,942,382, of married Hindy 
olin te Graeee a eenettnih _ females 46,053,491, of. married Mussulman males 
12,227,934, of married Mussulman fe males 12,453,677: of married Christian 
males 475,876, and of married Christian females 457,194, . This shows that, as 
regards Hindus, there are 111,109 married females in excess of married males, 
or, in other words, the excess figures represent the number of Hindu females 
who have married polygamous husbands. The number of such females amon 
the Mussulmans is 125,743. The number of married Christian males is 1,862 in 
excess of married Christian females. But what does this mean? Can it be that 
so many Christian males have married in coparcenary ? Considering the total 
number of the population, the proportion of polygamous Mussulmans is much 
ereater than that of polygamous Hindus. Asthe totalnumber of Hindus is more 
than 3°5 times that of Mussulmans, the fact that the number of polygamous 
Hindus is less than 25 times that of polygamous Mussulmans: clearly proves that 
polygamy does not find so much favour among Hindus as among Mussulmans. 
The total number of Hindu widowers as given in the Census report is 
4,840,798, that of Hindu widows 17,314,131, that of Mussulman Bor sce 
1,129,039, that of Mussulman widows 4,181,902, that of Christian widowers — 
36,657, and that of Christian widows 135,003. The number of married. persons 
of an age less than five years is 88,327 for Hindu boys, 222,111 for Hindu girls, 
11,776 for Mussulman boys, 31,901 for Mussulman girls, 363 for Christian boys 
and 556 for Christian girls. The number of widowers and widows of that age 
is thus distributed among the three communities :—Hindu boys 5,019, Hindu 
girls 10,165, Mussulman boys 1,070, Mussulman girls 2,863, Christian boys 85 
and Christian girls 67. It.is true that at this age-period cases of marriage and. 
widowhood are somewhat numerous among Hindu boys and girls, but then the 
number of such cases is certainly not less numerous among Christian boys and 
girls of that age. It may seem incredible that there can be any marriage 
among Christians at so early an age, but the fact 1s clearly established by figures 
which have been compiled fe Christian officials themselves. : 
The number of Hindu widows is the largest between the ages of 5 and 14. 
It has been shown in a previous article that it is in infancy and boyhood that 
mortality is highest among the Hindus, and those that marry their daughters to: 
boys of that age have themselves to thank for the great risk of widowhood which 
the girls undergo by such early marriages. The Hindu sasétras prohibit the 
marriage of boys. According to Manu, a man should not marry before his 
thirtieth, at least, before his twenty-fourth year; and though in extreme cases in 
which postponement of marriage may result in religious demerit, the sasiras permit 
& mun’s marriage even before his twenty-fourth year; na Hindu should, except 
under that extreme necessity, enter into the married state before that age. The 
case is otherwise with girls, to whom early marriage proves greatly beneficial. 
According to the saséras, the age of the bridegroom ought to be three times that 
of the bride, but thanks to the European notion of equality which has now 
seized men’s minds in this country, there is now noticeable in the native commu- 
nity a growing disinclination to marry girls to men so much their elder, There 
can be, however, no question that it is this wanton disregard of the sastras that 
accounts for so many cases of widowhood among Hindu girls, and it is quite 
probable that the high rate of mortality among Hindu boys is due to the pre- 
valence of early marriage among them. It surely behoves the parents and 
gyuardians of Hindu girls to consider that the chances of longevity are much 
more numerous in the case of men who have passed their twenty-fourth year 
than in the case of those who have not done so. | : 
_ _.The Census report clearly shows how beneficial early marriage has proved 
- -~ caso of Hindu girls. The number of girls under five years of age 18 
argely in excess of that of boys under that age. The excess is most mark 
among Mussulmans and Christians; after that age the number of girls begins 
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to decrease in all communities. This decrease cannot certainly be attributed 
to early marriage. Between 20 and 24, the number of females shows an 
increase over that of males, except among Christians. After that age-period 
that number again begins to decrease among all communities, and the 

rcentage of decrease is higher among Mussulmans and highest among 
Christians. The number of females aged sixty years and upwards exceeds that 
of males of that age among all communities, but the percentage is highest 
among Hindus. There are only 50,006 Christian females who are of 60 years 
of age or have passed that age limit, but the number of Hindu females of that 
age 1s 6,039,721 or 1,489,175 in excess of the number of Christian females multi- 
plied by 91, the number of times the total Hindu population is in excess of the 
total Christian population of India. «In other words, if these 1,489,175 women 
had been Christians instead of being as they are Hindus, they would have died 
long before attaining the age of 60 years. In view of the significant fact that 
the number of Hindu females aged 20 and upwards is in excess of that of 
females of that age among all other communities, there can be no question as to 
the superiority and beneficial character of early marriage among Hindus and 
generally of indu usages and institutions. It is therefore a matter of exceed- 
ing regret that this early marriage, so beneficial in its consequences, has been 
depicted as an atrociously murderous institution by Christians and their fol- 
lowers, and Government itself has inflicted upon it a deadly. blow. It is really 
strange that a practice which has done so much good to the Hindu girl is con- 
demned as pernicious by men who are blinded by ignorance and imbued with 
foreign ideas. And foolish and worthless men like these ure regarded as well- 
wisher of India. The thought is agonising. 

46. The Sahachar of the 26th July has the following on the subject of 

Quarrels between Hindus and quarrels between Hindus and Muhammadans :— 
Muhammadans. An Association, consisting of Hindu and Muham- 
madan members and having branches in all important towns and villages in 
the country, should be established with the object of preventing these quarrels 
in future. Preachers from these Associations should go about the country and 
let people distinctly understand that these quarrels injure both Hindus and 
Muhammadans and benefit the European officials alone. They should also induce 
the two communities to come to an agreement on the cow-slaughter question. 
The agreement should be on the following lines, viz., that as cow-slaughter is 
sanctioned. by the Muhammadan religion, the Hindus should not object to it; but 
that as cow-slaughter is apt to wound the religious feelings of the Hindus, the 
Muhammadans should agree not to slaughter cows-in their presence or neighbour- 
hood. If such an agreement is come to, it will be impossible for the enemies of 
Hindus and Mussulmans to set them against each other, and by that means 
nullify Mr. Paul’s proposal relating to simultaneous Civil Service Examinations 
in England and ladies. 

The police arrangements in Calcutta on the occasion of the last Mohurrum 
celebration were excellent. ‘The owners of tazzias were made to give under- 
takings to the effect that they would allow none but well disposed people to 
accompany their processions. The Shambazar riot has opened the eyes of 
the authorities, who now see that it is not always good to encourage the 
Mussulmans to quarrel with the Hindus. When a man sets fire to other people’s 
houses, his own house also stands a chance of catching fire from the flying 
sparks, The Civilians of the North-Western Provinces have yet to learn this 
lesson. It is an act of foolishness to excite religious bigotry among a peaceful 
and law-abiding people. Hitherto the sight of a police constable’s red pugri 
had been enough to cow the people down, but now-a-days soldiers have to be 
called in here and there to put down popular disturbances, Acts of religious 
oppression tend to make people bold, and the men who today face the bayonets 
of soldiers for the sake of their religion will not shrink from doing the same thing 
another day for some other purpose. But this is certainly not a desirable 
thing, and the writer asks the Government of India to interfere in the matter 
in the name of the Maharani. : 

, ,.¢ was formerly customary for missionaries to convert low-caste people to 
Christianity in batches, and a certain European missionary once converted an 


entire village inhabited by people of the oilman caste. These oilmen were. 


old that when they became Christians it would not be necessary for them 


SAHACHAR, 
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to work for their daily bread, and they would get belati women to marry, 
But after their conversion they were sent away to their village, where they were 
compelled to resume their old occupations, A gosvamt next visited the village 
and converted the oilmen to Vaishnavism. A few years afterwards the 
missionary gentleman who had converted the villagers to 9 mpage A came to 
the village and accosting one of his converts said, ‘How do you do? This 
enraged the man very much, and he replied ‘Go to fellow,’ we have found 
out your trick about belate bibis and bread without bodily labour. And when 
will those European officials who humour Hindus and Mussulmans by turns 
with the object of creating discord between them hear from one of their dupes 
a reply similar to that which the oilmen gave to the missionary? Those 
Mussulmans are very much mistaken who think that by keeping aloof from 
the Congress movement and slaughtering cows in the presence of the Hindus 
on the occasion of the Bakrid, they will secure the favour and goodwill of 
Government, and get themselves appointed to high posts under it. Flatte 
of the officials may indeed secure to them high posts now and then, but the 
number of such posts will be always small, and administrative considerations 
will always stand in the way of Government’s showing favour to indifferent 
men. ‘This is clear from the fact that though the power of appointing 
Honorary Magistrates is entirely in the hands of Government, it has as yet 
merino oe power in favour of a very small number of Mussulmans, 


47. The Samay of the 28th July says that the facts of the Murray case 
Cooly oppression in the teae having been reported in the papers, Government 
gardens. has asked the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division to enquire and to submit a report on the subject. Now that the 
subject of cooly oppression in the tea-gardens has engaged the attention of the 
Officiating Lieutenant-Governor, it is hoped that His Honour will, before vacat- 
ing his office, come to a decision in the matter. 


48. The Education Gazette of the 28th July says that the fact that even 
| as compared with the most favourably placed 
ner of castes in the European countries like England and Italy, Bengal 
er contains the largest number of working persons, 
persons, that is, aged 20 to 49 years, on whose labours and predominance in a 
community depends its prosperity, ought to | gene special significance for 
those who see nothing good or hopeful in Hindu society and are eager for its 
reform. Mr. O’Donnell’s classification of Hindu castes is extremely erroneous 
and open to serious objection. Why should Brahmans be placed in the same 
class with Vaisyas and Seires ? How is it that the seven classes of Navasakhs 
have been shown as forming seventeen? What sort of Vaisyas are the 
Chamars? Why have the Kaivartas been assigned a position lower than that 
of the Chamars? All this shows that Mr. O’Donnell has made a most arbitrary 
and capricious classification of the Hindu castes. The Vaisyas indeed belong 
to the twice-born caste, but that docs not make a Brahman a Vaisya. As 
vernacular words have been used in the census report, it is only proper that 
they should be used in the sense in which they are taken by the natives of the 
country. 


49. The Sarasvat Patra of the 29th July has the following :— ; 

It is true that Dacca society has many faults 
and has earned a bad name. But in one respect 
it is really a model society. Dacca was at one 
time the capital of the Mussalman Nawabs of Bengal, and even now it is the 
Mussalmans who constitute the great majority of its population and possess 
the largest amount of social influence in it. And yet the town is singularly 
free from such sanguinary riots over the cow-slaughter question as have Just 
occurred in other parts of the country. There is perfect good feeling betwee 
the Hindus and the Mussalmans of Dacca, and while the Hindus i. nothing 
to wound the religious feelings of the Mussalmans, the latter in their turn are 
extremely anxious not to give the former any cause of offence. And not only 
does the Hindu tolerate the Mussalman’s Muharram and other religious obsel- 
vances, but he also often joins in the festivities. The Mussalman, too, on his 
part, joins in the festivities connected with the Janmastami and other pujas 
of the Hindus. This praiseworthy example of the Hindus and Mussalmans of 


The Hindus and Mussulmans of 
Dacca. 
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Dacca ought to be followed by the membors of the two communities all over the 
country. 

30. A correspondent of the Bangavdsi of the 29th oy says that the 

pulling of the car at Puri was performed this year 
under the superintendence of two or three Euro- 
peans and Native Christians who accompanied the car. Is it not a matter 
for extreme regret that Christians were allowed to come near a Hindu god, and 
that the car was actually pulled under orders from Christians? It has become 
necessary that the Hindu community should have their attention drawn to the 
matter. Government should be induced to take steps to prevent such things, 
and to prevent Christian Missionaries from entering the sacred city and 
maligning the Hindu gods there. The Raja and his mother did wrong in 
taking the advice of a Christian lawyer in the matter of the car festival. ‘They 
ought to have appointed a Hindu lawyer to advise them. 

It ought to be brought to the notice of the authorities that the police 
constables severely beat the pilgrims who were on the car when it was being 
drawn. Such things should not be allowed to happen in future. 

51. The Dacca Prakash of the 30th July has the following :— 

: : Dr. Gregg, Sanitary Commissioner to the Gov- 
Infant mortality and child- ernment, has shown from the registers of births 
ee ee and deaths kept up in the country that in 1892 the 
mortality among infants of less than one year was 160 per 1,000. In 1891 
this mortality was 113 per 1,000, while the average of the five years preceding 
1891 was 113°5 per 1,000. The general death-rate during 1892 was 32 per 
1,000, while the average of the six years preceding it was less than 23 per 1,000. 
Now both Sir Antony MacDonnell and Dr. Gregg ascribe this increasing 
mortality among infants to child-marriage and defective rearing of children. 
But it will be clear from the following that the authorities have not hit upon 
the true cause. ‘T'he figures quoted above show that there was a sudden 
increase in the rate of infant mortality in 1892. But as no sensible man can 
suppose that in that year the defects of child-rearing suddenly increased, those 
detects, whatever their nature, cannot be regarded as the cause of this 
phenomenon. As regards child-marriage, if it had been a cause of the 
mortality, the statistics of child-marriage for the year would have shown a 
corresponding increase; but, instead of showing an increase, they show a 
decrease of such marriages. Thus the official explanation of the mortality must 
be rejected as incorrect. The true explanation lies in the famine or scarcity 
which visited the country in 1892, That was a famine of great severity, 
when rice sold at 6 or 7 seers a rupee. And it was precisely during the pre- 
valence of this famine that Mr. Jenkins, Magistrate of Dacca, did not think it 
necessary to spend a pice out of the Famine Fund for the relief of the 
suffering people. ‘The increased mortality, not only among infants, but also 
among adults, during the year was due tothis famine. The general death-rate 
in 1891 was 22 per 1,000, while in 1892 it was 32 per 1,000. This increase 
in the death-rate was therefore due to famine. Thus in Bengal during 1892, 
713,469 persons out of a population of 71,346,987 died of famine only. 

The writer repeatedly drew the attention of Government to the famine, 
but, Government relying on the statements of the Magistrates, paid no heed to 
his words, and the result has been an enormous loss of life. It is no wonder 
then that during the outbreak of a famine of this nature, infants should die in 
large numbers from sickness and innutrition. They draw their support from 
their mothers, andthe starvation and sickness of their mothers mean death for 
them. The authorities are therefore asked not to ascribe the increased child- 
mortality of 1892 to child-marriage, but to find out its true cause and try to 
remove that cause, if possible. 

52. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandika of the 2nd August refers to the 

Sir Antony MacDonnell on cow- Lieutenant-Governor’s recent Bankipur speech, and 
slaughter. remarks as follows :— 

In the course of this speech His Honour advised both Hindus and Mussul- 
mans to cultivate mutual good feeling. He also entreated the Hindus to overlook 
the slaughter of cows by Mussulmans; and the Mussulmans to slaughter cows in 
such a way as not to hurt the feelings of the Hindus. It would have been 

well if the Lieutenant-Governor had also taken this opportunity to tell the 
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officials to be impartial in these cases of quarrels between Hindus and Musgy}. 
mans. But the Lat Sahebs see no faults in their officials, and this is the chief 
fault of the present administrative policy. 

53. The same paper of the 3rd August has the following in reference 
to Sir Antony MacDonnell’s speech on the cow. 
slaughter question :— 

Sir Antony could not make out why the Hindus 


Quarrels between Hindus and 
Mussulmans. 


‘and Mussulmans of Bihar no longer lived on those friendly terms which syb- 


sisted between them when His Honour served in Bihar some years before. Tho 
reason why the two communities no longer live as friendsis that they no longer 
receive the same impartial treatment from the authorities, who now show 
special favour to the Muhammadans and insult and oppress the Hindus, It 
is this difference of treatment on the part of the authorities which has destroyed 
all friendly feeling between the two peoples. It was Sir Auckland Colvin 
who initiated this policy of showing undue favour to the Mussulmans and of 
oppressing the Hindus. The officials who served under Sir Auckland have 
ever since added fuel to the fire by fomenting discord between the two com- 
munities, and the late riots at Azamgarh, Balia and Bareilly clearly show the 
attitude of the authorities towards them. Bihar being in fact a part of the 
North-Western Provinces, the flame of race-feeling raging in the North-Western 
Provinces has naturally enough extended to Bihar. 

The Hindus know well enough that they will never be able to prevent the 
slaughter of cows by the Muhammadans. But they find it hard to keep their 
temper when they find Mussulmans insisting on cow-slaughter in the midst of 
Hlindu villages, near Hindu temples, and before their very eyes, It is but 
natural that they should go mad at such sights, and attack the Mussulmans in 
defiance of law. It is true the Hindus were not quite innocent in the late riots, 
but it was the Muhammadans who were the aggressors and the principal offenders, 
The undue favour which is shown to the Mussulmans by the authorities leads 
thom to defy the Hindus. There is no quarrel between Hindus and Mussulmans 
in places where no such favour is shown to the latter. 

Both the Hindu and the Mussulman ought toaccept with gratitude the advice 
given them by the Officiating Lieutenant-Governor. ‘The Mussulmans ought 
to take particular care not to wound Hindu feeling. It ought to be remembered 
that under British rule no religion will be tolerated which leads its followers to 
do violence to the feelings of those who follow adifferent religion. If the Mussul- 
mans pay due respect to the religious feelings of the Hindus, the Hindus will 
on no account interfere with the Mussulman’s rite of cow-slaughter. Besides, 
the Mussulmans may well consider whether they should not altogether abstain 
from cow-slaughter when slaughter of goats and sheep can serve their purpose 
equally well. But the writer would not ask them to follow this extreme course. 
There can be no objection to their slaughtering cows provided such slaughter 
does not attract the notice of the Hindus. Sir Antony MacDonnell, too, has 
advised the Mussulmans to follow this course, and it behoves them to accept 
his advice, 

‘The writer cannot conclude without exhorting the authorities not to inflame 
quarrels between the two communities by showing undue favour to the one and 
oppressing the other. 
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